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JERE:\II.AII XIII. 23. 


"C.\N THE ETHIOPIAX CJL\XGE HIS SKIN, OR THE I..EOPARD illS 

l"OTS? 'l'HE
 )lAY 'lE ALSO DO GOOD, THAT ARE ACCUS- 
l'O)IED TO DO EYIL !" 


SUCH was the language with which God instructed the Prophet Jeremiah 
to upbraid IIis antient Church at Jerusalem. Lamentably had she fallen 
froBl primitive holiness and purity-she had corrupted herself with idols, 
and was polluted with many superstitions-again and again had she been 
warned and invited to return, and to cleanse herself fronl her iniquities- 
but she was obdurate-she would not hear. She went 011 frowardly in 
the way of her heart-and Jeremiah, like a bird of ill omen hoycring 
oyer her walls, continued to utter his mournful cry, foreboding certain 
calamity and destruction \\ hich should come upon her. 
And now he was instructed to pronounce her incurable-and finally 
reprobate-he was to tell her that she was unchanged and unchangeable 
in her sins, and that sooner should the Ethiopian, or the negro change 
the dark colour of his skin, or the leopard erase his bright spots, 
than that she who had been accustomed-or "-instructed;' (as the margin 
gi"es it) taught by her idolatrous Priests, and false Prophets to do cyil 
should now do well. And we know the result-within a few years 
Jerusalem, her glorious tcmple, and her lofty towers wcre levelled with 
the dust, and her people went into captivity for their sins. 
Now this warning of the Prophet Jeremiah addressed to God's anticnt 
Church at Jcru
alcll1, appears to me equally applicable to that portion of 
B 2 



4 


the Christian Church, which has, alas! in like manner corrupted itself by 
idolatrous practices, obscuring the truth of God by the traditions of men. 
The Church-of Rome was once a pure and fair portion of the universal 
Church of Christ-founded by some unknown hand, it was established 
and cherished by the ministry of the Holy Apostle St. Paul-not by St. 
Peter-for there is no authentic historical evidence that he ever was 
at Rome: but Ly I-Ioly men thus founded, and watered and cherished by 
the Holy Spirit she was then a light and a glory in the Imperial city! 
But how speedily did she and the surroundingChurches corrupt themselyes! 
and soon she took the lead in departing from the truth-and when the 
darkness of the middle ages set i
 she was the head, "the l\Iystery of 
lniquity"-the very development of the Prophetic Antichrist. 
On former occasions, by multiplied evidence and proofs drawn from 
her own authentic writings, which none have attempted to overthrow, I 
have proved that such was her true character for centuries. But the 
great question raised alike by her own advocates, and by Protestants of a 
liberal school in modern times has been this-is not the Church of Rome 
changed ?-or, at least are not her disciples changed? Is it possible that 
Romanists in the present day can be identical in faith and practice with 
those of the dark ages? Surely they must, like the rest of mankind, be 
influenced by the superior information, science, education, and liberality 
of the times; and therefore to attribute to modern members of the Church 
of Rome, the antiquated notions, the bigotted dogmas, the persecuting 
principles imbedded in her antient canons, and found in the writings of 
l1er antient doctors, is unfair and uncharitable in the extreme. Rome of 
the nineteenth century is altogethcr different from Ronle of the ninth and 
tenth centuries-her former errors are exploded, her intolerance has 
subsided-her persecuting canons are obsolete, in a word she is become a 
tolerant, liberal, enlightened. Christian Church! 
Now against such statements and aL"guments as these have I been 
earnestly protesting on the recurrence of this anniversary, for the space of _ 
thirteen years. From many passing events I atten1pted fronl tin1e to time 
to prove the identity of the errors of the Chur
h of Rome in all ages since 
she had corrupted herself-since she became "Popery" -and Jieldecl 
herself to the usurpation of the "l\Ian of Sin." But by many I was not 
believed, and by some I was stigmatized as bigotted and uncharitable in 
the extreme, if not one who "bore false witness against his neighbour." 
1 perceived with pain that while the cyil influence of Popery, especialIy 
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in our own Church was feat'fully extending itself, tIle public attention 
once paid to the subject was on the decline. 'Yhen about eightccn 
months since an event, or rather I should say, a scries of cvents occurred, 
which startlcd all who ,vere not familiarized with the real charac- 
ter of Romanism. It was wonderful how suddenly light broke in 
upon the minds of many who had been reposing in fancied indifference 
and sccurity-and when they aroused themselves to resi::;t "Papal 
Aggression," they soon discovered that they had miscalculated the cha- 
racter of their adversary and the nature of her proceedings-that they had 
been rashly removing the safeguards and barriers which their forefathers 
had raised against the inroads of the subtle and haughty enemy-men 
who were far better acquainted with her "'VILES," than we are-who 
knew Popery better than we do-who knew that the incorrigible charac- 
ter stamped upon the antient Jewish Church is hers-and that sooner 
" can the Ethiopian change his dark skin, and the leopard his spots," 
than that Popery can cease from her evil deeds, or depart from her 
gnevous crrors. 
Now to illustrate this further, by passing events, is the task which I 
propose to myself this day; to prove the identity of Rome antient and 
modern-to charge home upon her by instances of recent occurrence the 
principles and practices of the darkest period of hcr foregone history. 
And in this attenlpt I pray God that I may simply speak the truth, 
without exaggeration or heightened colouring. The facts which I 
shall adduce are for the most part public and patent to all; and I 
earnestly invite the attention of my Roman Catholic fellow countrymen to 
thcm-not without hope that a candid considcration of thenl must shake 
their faith in the infallibility of a Church whose practice is stained with 
the foulest crimes, and whose faith is disfigurcd by the darkest con'up- 
tions. 
And let it not be forgotten that in pursuing this painful cnquiry we 
are now at least acting on the defcnsive-our Church, our religious liber- 
ties, our hcarths and homes are invaded by the agents of Popery in 
every shape and fornl-and if we be not arouscd to zealous efforts, we 
know not how soon our implacable focs may rob us of all that is n108t 
yaluable in timc and in eternity. 
The particular points of uniformity and idcntity in the character of 
the Church of ROllle, in all agcs, to which I shall now direct Jour 
attcntion, are the8c- 
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I. HER A.RnOG
\NCE AND I
TOLERANCE. 
II. HER SUPPRESSION OF THE "T ORD OF GOD, THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. 
III. HER FRAUDULENT l\IIRACLES. 
IV. HER MONASTIC SYSTEX. 
V. HER DELIBERA.TE JUSTIFICATIO
 OF PERJURY. 


I. The arrogance and intolerance of Rome, in former ages, are matters 
of history too ,veIl known to be disputed. Not only did kings and 
emperors bow down to the Pope, but he deposed and excommunicated 
them at his pleasure. Englishmen ha\'e not forgotten how that haughty 
Pontiff, Pope Pius V. passed the. sentence of "damnation and excom- 
munication," not on profligate Harry \TII L but on our illustrious and 
virgin Queen, Elizabeth! How he denounced her as "the pretended 
Queen of England"-" a slave of wickedness"-" the refuge of the most 
pernicious ofmen"-and a "usurper"-"a heretic"-and "cut off from the 
unity of the body of Christ"-ho,v he declared her "deprived;" "ab- 
solved" her subjects of all ranks who had "sworn unto her"-and 
denounced all who obeyed her as "accurscd."
 This ,vas an offence 
however, committed nearly three centuries ago-though it is said, not I 
belieye, without foundation, that this form of oath, or a similar one is 


· See Bishop Barlow's Brutum Fulmcn. London, IG81.-The following are 
some of the Kings and Emperors, who stand upon Record, in the Popish Annals, as 
having bcen damned, deposed, and dcprived of their Royal Rights, by the Predeces- 
sors and Successors of Pope Pius V:-1. POpè Constantine (about the year 711), 
damns the Emperor Philippicus to the torments of Hell, for denying the worshipping 
of Images, 2. Popes Gregory the SeconJ and Third excommunicated the Emperor 
Leo Isaurus: his only crime was, that of being averse to the worshipping of Images. 
3. Popc Zachary deposcd Childericus, King of France, and gave his kingdom to 
Pcpin. 4. Pope Hildebrand, or Gregory VII. by Bull dated at Rome, 1U75, deposed 
the Emperor Hcnry V. 5, Pope Gregory IX. excommunicates the Emperor Frede- 
rick II. 6. Pope Innocent IV. confirms the excommunication of the said Emperor 
Frederick II. 7. Pope Paul III, excommunicates, curses, deposes and damns Henry 
VIII. of England. 8, Pope Gregory VIII. who immediately succeeded Pope Pius 
V. renewed and confirmed the Bull of the latter for deposing Queen Elizabeth. So 
likewise did Pope Sixtus Quintus, who published a crusade against England and the 
Queen. And Cardinal Allen, wrote a traitorous and seditious book, exhorting the 
English and Irish Papi:sts to join with the Spanish forces against their (
ueell and 
country. 9. \Ve may aùd Popes Paul V. and Urban VIII. in IGOG and 1626, as for- 
bidding English subjects to tale an oath of allegiance to thcir SOYCrcigll. 
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annually repeated in the Vatican, and that our beloved Queen lies under 
the same anathema of H.ome as did her illustrious predecessor. Be this 
as it may, there is accumulating evidence in the popular Roman writers 
of the day that the spirit of intolerance and persecution does not slumber 
or sleep in the bosom of the Papacy . Yet it is one of their most favorite 
themes that they are the poor persecuted ones, and that Protestants arc 
their cruel oppressors, This irrational and absurd statement has been 
happily alluded to in the speech of a distinguished, liberal nobleman and 

Iinister of the Crown, recently delivered:- 


(, I wish," said he, "that the degree of intolerance and persecution of which some 
of our Catholic fellow-countrymen have complained, was the only degree of intole- 
rance and persecution which Protestants had to experience in some of the Catholic 
countries of Europe, where Protestantism is an offence, where the inculcation of 
Protestant doctrine is a crime, and where the Bible is reckoned a dangerous book, 
which no man is allowed to read, and which, when seized, is evidence of criffiinality 
on the part of the person who was in possession of it. I speak of the south of 
Europe, of Rome, of Naples, of Tuscany, of Spain, of Portugal." 


He might have added South America, and every nation in the world 
where Rome holds supremacy. The countries which his lordship adduces 
as exceptions to his rule, will not bear him out in his assertion. If 
" France, Belgium and Austria," appear to be more "enlightened and 
liberal" no thanks are due to the Papacy on their behalf. 
Indeed it appears as if Rome was at length throwing off the mask, 
and shamelessly avowing by means of her popular writers the intolerant 
and persecuting principles which we are labouring to fasten upon her. 
Both in this country, and in Republican France her yotaries are announ- 
cing their dogmas with incredible boldness and effrontery. In onc of 
these works, which lies on the tables of many English Romanists, not 
only is the principle of persecution avowed, but Romanists are charged 
with gross folly and inconsistency in disclaiming such a principle. Serious 
consequences are predicted from "Catholics upholding the doctrine of 
religious liberty." "For religious liberty," says the author" in the sense 
of a liberty possessed by every man to choose his own religion, is one of 
the most wicked delusions ever foisted upon this age by the father of all 
deceit." "The very word liberty except in the sense of permission to do 
ccrtain definitc acts, ought to be banished from the domain of religion. 
Þlo 11l,an llas a right to clwose ltis men religion! God never gave us such a 
permission! Neither to individuals or to nations has he conceded the 



tj 


faintest shadow of a choice as to his creed." And n1ark the application 
of the principle. "'Vhat, shall a Christian dare to say-that tIle faintest 
cllOice -is given to any IHunan being as to wllether lte will obey tlte Catlw/ic 
(Popish) ClluJ"ch O'}. disobey it ?" "]{one but AY 
\.THEIST CAN UPHOLD 
THE PRINCIPLES OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY." "Short of Atheism, the 
theory of religious liberty is the most palpable of untruths." 


(C Shall I, therefore, fall in with this abominable delusion, and foster the notion 
of my fellow-countrymen, that they have a right to deny the truth of God, in the 
hope that I may throw dust in thcir eyes, and get them to tolerate my creed as one 
of the many forms of theological opinion prevalent in these lattcr days? Shall I 
lend my countenance to this unhappy Ilcrsuasion of my brother, that he is not flying 
in the face of Almighty God every day that he remains a Protestant? Shall I hold 
out JlOpes to J1Ïm, that I will not meddle with his creed, Ìf he will not meddle with 
mine? Shall I lead him to think that religion is a matter fOl' private opinion, and 
tempt him to forget that he has no more right to his religious views than he has to 
my purse, or my house, or my life-blood? No! Catholicism is the most intolerant 
of creeds. It is intolerance itself-for it is truth itself." · 


Now this is not my language, nor the language of any violent Pro- 
testant, but that of a Roman Catholic publication circulated in this our 
land, under the more liberal and tolerant Government of a Protestant 

Ionarch. But let us learn from such avowals as these what ,ve have to 
expect if Romanism should in this country ever attain to the ASCENDANCY 
at which it aims. 
Nor is this an isolated docun1ent; abundance of similar extravagance 
n1ay be extracted from Popish publications widely and industriously cir- 
culated in this country. Some indeed may be surprised to hear that in 
the bosom of a }tepublic, where liberty, equality, and fraternity, "
ere to 
be the three pillars on which the con1n10nwealth was based, similar anù 
surpassing sentin1ents of intolerance and l'eligious persecution are openly 
a vowed. 
It appears that the accomplished editor of the French journal called 
the " Unive'J"s" -a paper devoted to the ultramontane, or extreme Popish 
cause, and a publication of considerable influence and of wide circulation 
-had been reproached with an illiberal sentin1ent which he had pub- 
lished some ten or twelve years since. It was this :- 
"I frankly avow that I regret that they had not burned John Huss 
sooner, and that t.hey had not burned Luther also; the fact was that 


'* THE R.U1BLER, Romanist publication. 
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there was no Prince sufficiently PIOUS and politic to rommence a crusade 
against the Protestants." 
J3ut perhaps ten or twelve intcn"cnin ó years of modern light and 
liberalisnl had softened the heart of this good Catholic ! No, not in the 
least; instead of recantation, or qualification, he ratifies Þi8 oplnlOn, 
only a few months since in his journal- 
u I do not 1"epudiate it-I ADOPT IT. 117wt I wrote tn 1838, I 
tlll'nk now." 
And the following is his reasoning on the subject :_H In tilnes past, 
there was the penalty of death for tho
e who compromised the public 
peace by false tenets, j list as in our days there is the penalty of death for 
those who compromise the puùlic wealth by fa15e TI10ney. Our fathers 
believed the heretic more danO'erous than the thief, and TIlEY 'VEllE 
o 
RIGHT. Exanlined and conyicted by the Church, he was delivered to 
the Secular arm and punished with death. XOTHIXG HAS LVER SEE)fED 
TO ME MORE NATURAL .A.XD :\IORE NECESSARY!" 
"The prompt repression of the disciples of Luther and a crusade 
against Protestantism, would have spared Europe three ages of discord 
and catastrophes in which France and civilization may perish." 
The luan who wrote this was a good Catholic, and consistent with 
himself and with his Church: believing the truth of his religion, he felt 
that the nlost beneyolent and merciflll thing he could do to a Protestant 
heretic was to rack and torture, and punish his body for the good of his 
S0ul. It may be said that these sentiments thus expressed and gathered 
out of fugitive publications cannot be fastened on the Pope 01" his Church, 
who are not responsible for them. There is no occasion to do so, because 
they are merely the repetition, re\Tival, and republication of what all 
popes. cardinals, anù priests ha 'we said and sworn to from the beginning. 
There is no question of this-all I am prùying is their utteran
e in these 
daJs-their publication, adoption, and authentication by the nomi
h 
literature of to-day! 
Evidence of this spirit might be muliplied indefinitely :--1 might 
refer to what is passing in Ireland at the' present n10ment as illustrative 
of the arrogance, and seditious tendency of Homanism-where the laws 
of the UnitC'd Kingdom are insulted and defied, not by the ignorant, 
the low in station, and the uneducated. but by the priesthood and episco. 
pate of Itome, while they carefully avoid any literal and legal infraction of 
the law which might subject them to its jurisdiction. Rut it is enoubh- 
c 
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God in their 0\\ n tongue! Prote
tant mIssionaries have not been in 
operation on a large scale for more than fifty )"ears, and yet they ha,.e made 
the Bible speak one hundred and fort)" different languages and dialects! 
IIow is thi..:- \rhy is this? Can we accl)unt for it except upon the 
conviction that Protestants \ enturc their all upon the Bible, and that 
Papists are afraid of it! Hence they ba,"e tran
lated their idolatro
 
litanies to the ,-irgin 1 their pater nosters and credos-their reliffÍous 
comedies and mart} rologies into the lanrJuage of .the Eas
-but the Bible 
never, except a portion of that book rendered into tbe Chinese language, 
not for circulation, but to be deposited as a literary curiosit)9 in the 
Britic;;h 
Iuseum ! 
And how ha
 all thi
 been confirmed b} recent e,-enti ? ,\Yho does 
not know that up to the moment in which the Pope fled from his holy 
city in di
guise not a COP} of the Bible in the languaO'e of Rome could be 
procured in that city; no sooner had his Holiness departed, and the people 
\\ ere allowed the free e
(.rcise of their 0\\ n jud ment, than hundreds of 
copies of God' 8 word were sold and bought-but the moment that the 
Pope regained hig throne, c'gery copy was suppressed, and no person dare 
e"'en offer them for sale! Is it a fabulous tale, or one of the dark age9, 
"hich has recently been pnblished, tbat a pious Italian nobleman is im- 
peached, his house and home ,-iolated by a brutal police, the agents of 
tyranny, and himself torn from his family and thrown into prison. for no 
other cause alleged than that of reading the ,\
 ord of God to his house- 
hold and domestic circle! X ow these things are happening bcfore our 
eyes, and yet Rome assertc;. and there are En --"lish Romanists weak 
enough to believe, that Popcry is not an enemy of the '\Y ord of God! 
But we charge it home upon Rome that she IS the enemy of God's 
word-of the Scripture-and of Scriptural Educ.ltion. 'Ye might pro\"e 
by her doings, antient and modern. that she is really an enemy to all 
education, and to the culti,"ation of the human intellect. In spite of 
Ir. 
:.\Iacaulay's romantic eulogy on Rome as the protectress and patron of 
literature in the middle ages, and admitting that at the period of the 
re\.iyal of literature, the Jesuits were the learned men of the times. yet 
we affirm that no thanks are due to POPERY PROPER for thi
. She shut 
up and entombed literature and science for a es in her monasterie
 and 
religious houses as a miser hoards up his gold not for the public good, 
but for his own; and if we are indebted to some learned monks for the 
preser'9ation of antient classical literature, it "as so preserved b(.cause the 
c 2 
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mental power of a few waq en:1bled to bear up against the external pres.. 
sure of incun1bcnt superstition-the few learn.'d nlC'n subsisted not by the 
aiù of Popery, but in spite of it. 
''"""hat! do we not know that for ages the Church did all she could to 
stifle knowledge, to discourage scientific research! anù was not each suc- 
cessiye disco,-ery in the physical worlù dealt with by that anti-chrIstian 
power as heresy, and treated accordingly? 
Rome has never encouraged -any form of secular knowledge unless she 
could have the control of it herself for her own bigotted purposes-and 
scriptural education she has eyer opposed. 
A notable instance of this has recently been afforded us. 1
 ou have 
.. 
all heard of the l\Ianchester Schemc of Eùucation, which was fonned on 
the most comprehensive plan, and at first consented to by all classes of 
religionists, even by the Romanists. But the Pripsts soon discoyered the 
crror into which they had fallen, and published a grave document, of 
considerable length in which they assigned their reasons for no longer 
acting with their brethren in this universal schen1e of education. They 
stated there was an H obnoxious elenlent" in the system, which must 
prevent all good Catholics from co-operating with it. 


" This obnoxious element is the adoption of a purely and essentially Protestaut 
criterion of religious education or illstrut:tion-llamely, the reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the authorised \"ersion, Catholics are not allowed to use the Prcteshmt 
'Version of the Holy Scriptures"- 


Now had they stopped here, there would have been little to censure. 
And had I been engaged in the nlatter, I would have said to thenl by all 
means use your own 'Version of the Scriptures-the differences are com- 
paratiyely small, and in ol'der to have a conlprehensive effort for scriptural 
education we cede this point! But no-that which follows shuts the 
door against such a proposition. 


" Nor do they consider the simple reading of Holy ',,"rit by children a proper, 
becoming, or legitimate foundation of religions instruct ion." 


Now this protest is signed by no less than eighteen Priests, and dated 
15th of l\Iarch, 1851! And here i.., a solemn, authoritative, recog- 
nized declaration of this Romish dogma, that "Holy TVril" -the Scrip- 
tures in any version, the Douay or any other, are not a PROPER, BECO:\I- 
IXG, or even LEGITI)IATE foundation of the religious instruction 
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of children? IIerc then the "fullndttlions are destroyed anù what shaH 
the righteous do ?" If the word of God" IIaly 'Yrit," be not the proper 
or lawful foundation of religious instruction-what is so? The K_oran, 
or the Shasters of the IIindoo? No! The Priest and the Pope, and 
the superstitious principlc-if they may not have the children, and 
b3.nishing the ::Icriptures, Inould and form, and fashion, the infant n1Índ in 
the belief of false miracles, and all the narrow and benighted dogmas of 
Rome; better ha\ e no Education at all. "IIoL Y ,V RIT" is an "OB- 
NOXIOUS Lr
EMExT" in the education of Romanists, Let Protestants 
ponder the confession. The reading of God's word by the children must 
not be even the foundation of education! No! Beca.use God's worù is 
light, and Popery is darkness-and if God's word be there, he will say 
" let there be lighf"-and light will be ! 


Anù now we arrive at the third charge which we allege against the 
Church of Rome, viz.- 


III. TIL\.T SIIE f;1'ILI
 RESTS HER CLAIMS UPOX FICTITIOUS AXD 
FllA.UDULE
T !\IIRACLFS. 
Time was, when we were told that these incredible stories were the 
crcation of superstitious a
cs, that now persons were better informed, 
and that the faithful wcre not called to believe all the legends of the 
Saints with which the Roman Calendar is disfigured. Rut of late a 
different tone has been assumeù by the Advocates of Rome, and the blind 
credulity of some of those who have gone over to her communion, and 
the large de\'clopentent of the supentitious principle in our days has 
emboldened the Ron1anists to claim belief for aU the tales of the middle 
ages, Xay, strange to say. in Rome of the most enlightened countries of 
Europe. fictitious nlir3c]es have been recently got up, and nlany haye 
becn authenticated by the Church of Ron1e, the laity being compclled to 
l'ecei '-e them, 
That such a system of credulity and imposition should meet with 
defenders at all in our country, and in these enlightcned times, is 
wonderful, still more so that their veracity should be substantiated by so 
kcen a mctaphysician as the great apostate from our faith, l
-'ather J.Y'ezeman 
-he who betraycd his Church, and many of the flowcr of her youth to 
the Roman Antichrist, Yet n103t of you have heard of his recEnt lectures 
at Birmingham, in dcfence of the HOlnan sp;tem, and especially of her 
miraculous pretensions. In these lectures he professcs his faith in all 
the delusions of Rome, its blinking statues, its bleeding pictures, the 
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liquefaction of the blood of St. Januarius, and all similar wonders. lIe 
declares that his faith in them is as firn11y based, and on as good evidence 
as his faith in the miracles of Scripture. 
Yet many of these Romish miracles have been repeatedly proved to be 
gross impositions, somc Roman Catholics themselves being the judges. 
This extraordinary credulity in a mind so keen and subtle as that of 
Father X ewman, has startled many persons; and the question is asked, 
" is he not become imbecile, is he not childish ?" No, far otherwise; 
there is the same Jesuitical sophistry displayed in these compositions, 
as discovered itself in the Tracts for the Times, when this their celebrated 
author, in the bosom of a Protestant University, commenced his mischie- 
vous career, corrupting the fountains of ecclesiastical truth in the land. 
I-Iow then is his implicit confidence in the truth of such palpable 
fables to be accounted for? I venture to express my conviction that 
Fatlter J.\rewman does not helieve them, at all! lIe professes to do so, but 
in his heart he does not, and cannot do so !* 


· Thus writes Dr. Newman-'c For myself, lest J appear in any way to be shrink- 
ing from a determinate judgment on the claims of some of those miracles and relics 
which Protesta.nts are so startled at, and to be hiding particular questions in what is 
vague and general, J will avow distinctly that, puttiJ1g out of the question the hypo- 
thesis, of unknown lales of nature, which is an evasion from the force of any 
proof, I think it impossible to withstand the evidence which i.5 brought for the lique- 
faction of the blood of 81. Januarius, at Naples, and for the motion of the eyes of 
the pictures of the l\Iadonnas in the Roman States, I see no reason to doubt the 
material of the Lombard crown at Monza; and I ùo not see why the holy coat at 
Treves may not have been what it professes to be. I firmly believe that portions of 
the trne cross are at Rome and elscwhere; that the crib of Bethlehem is at Rome, 
and the bodies of St, Peter and St. Paul also. I belie\e that at Romc, too, lies St. 
Stephen; that St. Matthew lies at Salermo, and .;t. Andrew at Amalfi. I firmly 
believe that the relics of the saints m.e doing innumerable miracles and graces 
daily (!), and that it needs only for a Catholic to show devotion to any saint in order 
to receive special benefits from his intercession. I firmly believe that saints in their 
lifetime have before now raised the dead to life, crossed the sea without vessels, mul- 
tiplied grain and bread, cured incurable diseases, and stopped the operation of the 
laws of the univCl.se in a multitude of ways. :Many men, when they hear an 
educated man so speak, will at once impute the avowal to insanity, or to an idio- 
syncrasy, or to imbecillity of mind, or to de
repitude of mind, or to decrepitude of 
powers, or to fanaticism, or to hypocrisy. Tlu:y have a right to say so, if they will; 
and we have a right to ask them why they do not say it of those who bow down 
before the mystery of mysteries, the Divine Incarnation. If they do not believe 
this, they are not yet Protestants; if they do, let them grant that He who has done 
the greater may do the less." 
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Such a charge may sound harsh and uncharitable, and were there no 
presumptive evidence of such incredulity, on his part-it might be esteemed 
"anton and groundless: while it n1u5t be remerilbered that upon the 
avowed principles of the Church into whose arms he has thrown himself, 
prevarication, falsehood, and even pClj ury is sanctioned and applauded if 
it ùe for the interests of the Church : so Protestants nlay be forgiven if 
they do not attach implicit credit to such improbable professions. But 
what evidence is there that Father Newman is not likely really to believe 
all the monstrous fictions of his Church? 
In those celebrated tracts which he either composed himself, or pub. 
lished upon his own authority, while yet he was within the pale of the 
Church of England, he propounded sentiments nearly approaching to in- 
fidcli ty ! 
" ". c for our part'. he writes in Tract 90 (p. 129) " have been taught 
to consider that faith in its degree as well as conduct must be guided by 
probabilities, and that doubt is ever our portion in this life. 'Ve can bear 
to confess that other systems have their unanswerable argunlents in mat. 
ters of detail, and tlwt 'We are but striking it balance between dijftculties 
existing on bot/I, sides-tlwt 'lce are following as the voice of God what O
 
THE WHOLE 'YE HAVE REASON TO THIl'K SL"CII." 
" According to English principles, faith has all it needs in knowing 
that God is our Creator and Preserver, AXD THAT lIE MAY IF IT SO 
HAPPEN HAVE SPOKL
 ! (p. 103.) 
" To accept Revelation at all, we haye but probability to show at most, 
KA.Y, TO BEI
IEVE !N THE EXISTE

CE OF A:!If INTELLIGEYT CREATOR !" 
So at that time )11'. N" ewman 
nd his ncophites had only probability 
at most, for even believing in the existence of a God-they were striking 
a balance-and one of these ecdesipstical calculators (tract 85, p. 113) 
actually tells us that the probable chance in favor of revelation is "as 
tltree to two !" 
And now this doubter tells us that he has plunged into the full belief 
of all Rome's preposterous miracles-so he asserts-but again I say, 1 do 
not beliet'e Ilint ! 
And I do not believe him for another reason-because the whole gist, 
and point of his lectures, agrees with his former reasonings and s
vours 
strongly of infidelity! I do not say that Father N eWlnan is an infidel- 
but I do say that from beneath the cowl of a l110nk he has poured forth a 
torrent of infidell'easoning, ", hich if it have any effect at all, can produce 
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only universal scepticism, in cycry Inind that is not prepared to swallow 
the prodigious impositions of the Church of Ronle-a style and strain of 
argumentation too frequently aJopted by 110m ish Controrersialists. 
At all events it is certain that Father N cwman is put forth by the 
Church of Rome professcdly to authenticate all her mythological miracles 
-and that the modern Romanists are required to believe thenl on pain of 
excomnlunication. And this also is a point worthy of thè consideration 
of intelligent Protestants; while they at the same time remember that they 
do not refuse their credence to Romish miracles, simply because they are 
incredible, or inlpossiblc-fol' many of the miracles of scripture might be 
rejected upon the same grounds-but they reject Ron1ish miracles, not 
only because they are improbable 'òr preposterous, but because they are 

()holly destitute of evidence to tlwir truth-while those recorded in Scripture 
rest upon the accumulative proof and tcstimony of ages! 


But we turn- 


IV. To THE 
fONASTIC SVSTE::\I OF THE CHURCH OF ROl\lE. 
Evcry one in the least degree con\'ersant with history n1ust be a ware 
that the state of 
Ionasteries and Convents about the period of the 
Refornlation, ,vas a scandal to Christianity; and that whcn the religious 
houses were broken up in this country by IIenry .VIII. howeyer question- 
able his motives might have ùeen, their abolition was considered a public 
benefit. 'Yhether this extendcd corrupt
on arose from accidental circum- 
stances, or whethcr there is something inherent in the system, so un- 
natural, and so unscriptural that such fruits must ever result frOIll them, 
I cannot stop to argue at length. Suffice it that of late years such religious 
houses have again been multiplied in our land, and that nlonasteries and 
conyents are springing up on every side. It is theref.)re for us to in"quire 
,vhether the l\Ionastic System have been so reformed and altered that the 
moral evils formerly produced are not likely to recur. 
A notorious case occuFred not many months since, which at the time 
awakened the sympathy of the public in no common degree, and did 
nlore to expose the evils of the modern 
Ionastic S)'stem than a thou- 
sand arguments. A young lady highly connected, a ward in Chancery, 
and in affluent circumstances was found in a Convent in this country, in 
which indeed she had been educated, and where it was studiously re- 
ported she desired to dedicate herself to a religious life. She had taken 
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one ,cil, and in a short time would have taken thc last and irretricvable 
onc. '\"'hen a report was raised that she W,IS incarcerated in that religious 
house against her will, and with the cognizance of some who ought to 
have protectcd her, A TIlost discreditable correspondence appeared in 
the public prints, disclosing a dcgree of Jesuitical shuffling most damaging 
to thc Romish dignitaries who figured in thc scene. In thc n1Îdst of this 
dispute, a letter appcared, written by the young lady hcrself frOl11 her 
Convent-home, protcsting that she was her own mistress, and under no 
control, nor any improper influence, and that the life of a Nun was that 
which she had voluntary chosen, unbiasscd by anyone. 'Vhen howe,'cr 
shortly afterwards, she was removed fronl this Popish Con,-ent by the 
slow and tardy arm of the law, urged on by the indignant voice of the 
Protcstant public, the very first step she took wa
 to Inarry !-a plain 
and decisive proof that her residence in that religious house was a forced 
detention, that her lctter was written at the dictation of her cruel jailors 
male and female, and that she was no nlore a frce agen t than if she had 
becn in a lunatic asylum or a prison; and it appeared e,-iJent that if she 
had not been thus providentially delivered, she would have been incarce- 
rated for life and plundered of her fortune, which would have gone to 
enrich the Church of Rome. Can any systelll be m01'e detestable than this? 
.And if thcre is tl1Ï') one case, why may thcre not bc many, ,\hy not hun- 
dreds? Few have such powerful friends and interest as this young lady 
had-so that now in this free and noble land, where no slave can li,'e, "here 
all are free men, there still exi::;ts a dark, mysterious, spiritual power, which 
first "ith smiles of tenderness beguiles its ,-Ìctinls and draws them within 
its prison walls, concealing its "leopard spots" and tigcr's claws, until 
the tinlid ,'ictim is shut up in this 1i\'ing tonlb, where Jesuit janiton
 
sn1Íle at British law and cunningly eludc its yigilance! 'Ye affinn that 
this )lonastic System is as foul and crue) and wicked as it was in the 
darkest ages, that it is equally unnatural and unscriptural, and destructi,"c 
of the rights and libertics of Ellglishnlen. 


,.,.. But we have yet the heaviest ahd n10st grievous charge to estab- 
lish against the Church of Rome, viz: TH..\T SHE SANCTIOl\S AXD JUS- 
TIFIES THE FOULEST PERJURIES. 
In a sermon preached upon tbis anniycrsary, in the Jear 1846, and 
entitled "The Roman Antichrist, a L)"ing Spirit," I endeavoured to sub- 
stantiate this charge against the Church of Rome from her own docu- 
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ments. I shewed that the 16th Canon of the third Latelan Council of 
the Romish Church clearly taught this abominable doctrine: h tltat 
" oatlls are '/lot to he called oaths, but rather pe/juries u:hiclt are opposed to 
" the interests of tIle CIl'llrcll and to tlte decrees of tIle IIoly Fathers," and 
that one of those canonized Fathers, of great authority in the Church, 
taught- H That notwithstanding indeed, although it is not lawful to lie, 
or to feign what is not, however it is lawful to dissemble wllat is, or to 
cover the truth with words or other ambiguous doubtful signs, for a just 
cause and when there is not a necesity for confessing." 
" These things being established:' adds this holy man, "it is a cer: 
tain and a common opinion amongst all Divines, that for a just Cause 
.t 
,is lautlll to use equirocation Ùt the propounded 'Jnodes, AKD TO CONFIRM IT 
'VITH AN O..\TH!"' Perjury is tlJ.crefore lawful, under sonle circum- 
stances, in the Romish Church! But again we were as sured that these 
'vere antiquated canons, and rules of the scl.oolmen, never acted upon, 
and that now Ronle and Romanists abhored perjury as much as any 
uther men. 
But what shall now be said when I bring before you a recent, modern, 
nay, existing instance of broken faith, violated oaths, and cruel perjury, 
acconlpanied with the most atrocious tyranny and injustice, all sanctioned, 
upheld, and vindicated by the entire authority of the Church of Rome! 
These dad\: deeds have teen brought to light by the great perseverance, 
philanthropy and benevolence of a distinguished British Senator, who has 
published thenl to the world and created an extraordinary sensation 
throughout Europe.% It i
 impossible fully to understand the atrocity 
of this case, and how deeply the Church of Honle is iInplicated in it, 
without glancing at the general outline of the events referred to. 
'" In the month of January, 1848, a Constitution was granted to the 
I\:.ingdon1 of Xaplcs. It was proclaimed and sworn to by the l\Ionarch 
amidst every circulnstance of solelnnity, and the cuniversal joy of the 
people." Liberatore, one of the Jesuits of Xaples, in a sernlon preached 
15th of April, 18-18, eulogized the sovereign for this act, and solenlnly 
declared in the house of God that the King " took this step not through 
,'iolence or from apprehension, but of his own free and sagacious will." 


. Two Letters to the Earl of Aberdeen on the State prosecutions of the Neapo- 
litan Government, by the Right Hún, 'V. E, Gladstone, :.M.P. for the University 
()f Oxford 
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In an address to his subjects in November of the same year the King 
thus pledged his royal word :-'. It is our most fixed and irrevocable will 
to maintain thc Constitution of the tenth of February, pure and free fronl 
the stain of excess, as it is the only one con1patible with the true and 
immcdiate wants of this portion of Italy, so it will be the sacrosanct 
altar upon which must rest the destinies of our most beloved people and 
. 
of our crown. Resume, then, all yotlr customary occupations: confide with 
the utmost fulness of your hearts in OUR GOOD F \ITH, IY OUR SENSE OF 
RELIGIOY, IN OUR SACRED AND SPO
TANEOUS OATH !" 
The Constitution itself is proclaimed in the most solemn form :-" In 
the awful name of the most I-Ioly and Ahnighty God, the Trinity in 
Unity, to whom alone it appertains to read the depths of the heart, and 
whom we loudly invoke as the judge of the simplicity of our intentions, 
and of the unrcserved sincerity with which we have determined to enter 
upon the paths of the new political order. \Ye, do proclaim as irrevo- 
cably ratified by us, the following Constitution." The terms of that 
Constitution are then enumerated. 
From that moment the faithless Sovereign began to violate all anù 
every thing in that Constitution which relates to the liberty of the subject, 
-all law and justice are prostituted in that unhappy country--numbers 
of constitutional senators, gentlemen by birth and feeling, far removed 
fronl any charge of a revolutionary character, are thrust into filthy prisons 
and heavily chained in pairs with the most abandoned and depraved of 
the felons in Naples. But how does this affect the Church-and in what 
way is she implicated in these foul deed
? Our author reminds us that- 
"Nothing is taught or printed in tne kingdom of Xaples unless with the 
Church's sanction and according to the Church.s n1Índ." And he then 
describes "A publication tIle most singular and detestable tltat lte ltas et.el" 

een." 


" The PIll'losoplu'cal Calecllism.'-drawn up by a priest-sanctioned in 
every possible manner by the Church, Bishops and Clergy, and surpassing 
Liguori hin1self in teaching wilful and corrupt perjury. 


Take a specimen- 


s. " Suppose that a Prince, in assunling the soyereignty of a State, 
has accepted and ratified the Constitution, or fundamental law of that 
State; and that he has promised or S'YOR
 to observe it; is Ilt bound to 
"-eep that promise, and to maintain tlwt Constitution and that law? 
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1\1. "He is bound to keep it, provided it does not overtll1'uw the fuunda- 
tions of tIle sove,.eiýlll!J; llnd provided it is not opposed to tIle .'Iencral illterests 
of tIle State." 
.And having further shown that in either of those cases he is bound 
to violate his oath-these spiritual suborners of perjuIY add- 
" BESIDES, THE HEAD OJ<' THE CHunCH lIAS A UTHORITY FRO
l 
.. 
GOD TO RELE.\.SE CONSCIENCES FRO)! OATHS, 'VIIE.N HE JUDGES THAT 
THlnu
 IS SUIT.\BJ.E C.\.USE FOU IT." 
To identify this abomination still further both with Church and State, 
no schoolmaster is to be allowed to teach, and he is to be "cloSE'ly 
watched," and to be suspended from office, unless he confess the faith of 
. 
this abominable Catechism. 
And to secure candidates for orders-it wcre profanation to call these 
"HOLY ORDERS"-it was decreed that 


u The Bi
hops will find mcans to circulate it ill their seminaries, to prescribe it 
to thcir clerks, to rf;commt'nd it to the parish priests, to cause it to become the food 
of the pcople, and to fix that ill B.ll examinations men shall be questioncd upon the 
doctrines of political philosophy. just as thcy are questioned upon those of Christian 
belief and conduct, inasmuch as 110 one without being a gooù citizen and a good sub- 
ject can be a good Christian !" 


Upon these abon1inable- doings aur British Senator remarks- 
Thus, "we have scen PERJURY, the daughtcr of FRAUD, the '}}lother 
n.f cruel'.'j and 'i.."iolcnce stalk a broad in a Christian Kingdom unùer the 
Ranction of its Goz'erllment." 
And why not of the CnuRcH ? The Church of Italy? The Church 
of Rome? 'Yhy does our British Protestant Senator cast his mantle oyer 
the Church ?-that Church without" hose 
anctian these atrocities could 
not be committed-is he afraid of offending Rome of his constituents at 
the learned university, who are strongly: uspected of being rather too well 
affected towards Ronle? \Yhy this squean1Ìshness in proclaiming her 
abon:lÍnablo conduct in this case? It may be feared that the perjury of 
I{ing
 is not without. parallel in the page of history-but where is the 
Church, and where the religion that would step forward thus to vindicate, 
and justify the perjurcd 
Ionarch in the eyes of his subjects, yea even to 
confound the ideas of right and wrong, and corrupt the pure nlinds of 
youth in the fountains of knowlcdge? It is conduct that would lnake 
the 1\1 ussulnlan blush, and is worthy only of the priests of Budh! The 
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Church, the Church of Home, is inevitably illentified with these acts of 
the whole governlnent of the kingdom of N"aples-a province of Italy 
whose faithless 
[onarch is the friend and confiùant of the Pope himself! 
'V orthy Brcthren! the one maintaining his doubtful sway by republican 
bayonets, the other by ecclesiastical corruption and intrigue! 
It is indeed deeply to be lamentcd that so di:stinguished and talented 
a member of our Senate
 the representative of a Protestant lTniversity, 
did not avail himself of the opportunity thus afforded hinl of exposing the 
fri
htflll tendency of the doctrines of Church of Rome. The ....\.uthor of 
these letter
 is a man, not only of high character and great influence, but 
one full of benevolence and generosity; and his spirit is stirred with in- 
dignation against the oppressor, and he is touched with pity for the op- 
pressed; and these disinterested nlotives alone induced him to take this 
rather unusual but effectual course :-though of Conservative printiples, 
Joet has he sparcd neither rank nor station in his exposure of the cruelties 
which have been practised-but he deals tenderly with the Church! Ðut 
if the people are betrayeù, who has bctrayeù them? If the dungeon and 
the felon's chain await the noble and the good, who has assisted in forging 
their fettcrs ?-The teachers of peljury, and those who affect to ha\'e the 
power of the Keys ! 
Bcloyed brethren-is not Ron1e everywhere and always the sanle ? 
Are not the "leopard spots" yet upon her-is she not still en veloped in 
the Ethiopian darkness? Is she changed :-in what is she changed? 
'Yith such facts as these before us, how childislJ are the hollow words 
of peace and charity which flow fronl the lips of TIomish Cardinal
, 
Bi
hops, and apostate Clergymen in this country! Can we now be duped 
by thcir hypocritical professions: The 
ighs of the imprisoned within 
Convent walls testify against theIn-the captivcs in the noi
ome dungeons 
of Xaplcs upbraid them-the people thirsting for God's word which they 
withhold from them, will be hereafter swift witnesses against theul-un- 
changeJ, irreclaimable, the Romish Apostacy is doomed, like the Church 
of J crusalern, to fall-hut nerer to rise again .' 
If then, belo\"ed brethren, if I have substantiatd these charges against 
modern Homanism, if she is still what she ever was, an intolerant and 
persecuting Church-if 
he is an enemy of God's word-if she clain1s our 
belief in fictitious Iniraclcs-if she still in,'eigles the Joung into her 
mcshes by hcr monastic S) stem, imprisoning their bodies, enslaving their 
minds, and plundering thcm of their property-if, worse than all, she casts 
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the mantle of protection over perjured monarchs, and conspires with them 
to enslave their subjects, vindicating and consecrating the violation of the 
most solemn oaths-is she not a power to be dreade"d? Can we regard 
her inroads an10ng us with indifference? Can we persuade ourselves that 
in her hands the lives, liberty, and property of Protestants would be safer 
now than they were in the days of bloody Queen :\Iary? At the tin1e of the 
passing of the Catholic Relief Bill, 1 confess I thought so-I conceived that, 
if the written laws of Rome remained the same, the executiye was changed 
and that English, if not Irish, Romanists nlight be safely trusted with 
equal rights and privileges with their Protestant fellow subjects. But 1 
have lived to change my opinion-a:1d seeing that Rome has the disposi- 
. 
tion, where ever she has the power, to do as she has done for ten cen- 
turies, I deeply regret that we have shown liberality and generosity to a 
Church which has ever abused it as far as circumstan<:es will allow. I 
can now have no doubt that the scenes of St. Bartholomew's day and even 
of this Fifth of November would be re-enacted if that Foreign Power and 
Potentate required it at the hands of those Englishmen who serve two 
masters, who owe allegiance to two Sovereigns, and who on all public 
occasions place that Foreign Despot in the post of honour before their 
lawful Queen! :nlust not these things excite great apprehension in our 
n1inds? Do they not call for deep reflexion, for active exertion? Should 
not Protestants take some steps to protect their hearths and homes from 
the sinister inroads of this wily foe? 
And what then should be done? Shall we renew the agitation of 
last year, when the country seemed roused from end to end by the aITO- 
gant pretensions of Ron1e? I confess that while I rejoiced at anything 
that tended to awaken the infatuated Protestant from his fatal sleep of 
indifference, there was n1uch in that movenlent which dissatisfied me. It 
was too noisy and too much resembled a political agitation; it was sup- 
ported by many who were utterly ignc rant of the essential differences 
between Popery and Protestantism; and it was excited rather by an out- 
ward aggression on Ecclesiastical Rights, than by any intelligent sense 
of the deadly evils cf the System against which it was directed. 
If, Brethren, the ROlnish System is t.o be effectual1y opposed among 
us, it must be FIRST, :BY A
 I:NTELLIGE
T, PERSONAL, INDIVIDUAL 
APPROPRIATIOY OF THE 'V ORD OF GOD TO OUR 01V:N HEARTS. Let 
us each and all becon1e good Protestants by bf!coming good and scriptural 
Christians. Let us make ourselves acquainted with the power of God.s 
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truth; by prayer and study of the floly Scriptures, let us attain to an 
individual knowledge of a Crucified Saviour. Taught our own vileness 
and misery, and having "tasted that the Lord is gracious," and having 
found the efficacy of his precious blood to take away our sins, and enjoy- 
ing the peace of God which passeth all understanding, we shall be in no 
danger of flying tu Rome for that which we have found in Christ! Xeither 
}>ope nor Priest can do that for us which the Lord himself has done by 
the teaching of his Holy Spirit. "Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God "-what do we need more :-what n10re has Rome to 
offer? The terrors of a fabled Purgatory? escape from which is to be 
bought with money! It is nlY firm conviction that none have gone over 
to R01ne who wcre in the enjoyment of those blessings freély purchascd 
for them by Christ Jcsus! 
Iany no doubt have betaken them"elves to 
Rome who were educated in Gospel doctrine, and were the children of 
enlightened, pious parents: but they had not possessed themselves of the 
effectual grace which was in their parents' hearts. Some few ha'-e gone 
who once TAUGHT .. the truth as it is in Jesus "-but had they individually 
experienced it in their own souls? I believe not! Brethren, the bible 
read, and studied, and prayed over, and loved, and written on the heart 
by the Spirit of God is a certain preservative against Popery-while de- 
partures from it to the traditions of men, and to human authority, are 
the high roads to Rome. 
But, AG.\.IX, while individual piety, and spiritual intelligence, gathered 
out of God's word is the true remedy against every error in the heart, 
other nleasures may be lawfully taken to defend ourselves fron1 the inroad; 
of this direful System. And here I speak not to Churchmen mcrely, but 
to all Protestants who hold the head, even Christ. If the mighty efforts 
which Rome is making in every direction are to be effectually counter- 
acted, it must be by a combined movement or the whole Evangelical 
Church in these rcalms :-Ephraim Inust no longer envy J uùah, nor must 
Judah vex Ephraim. Dissenters and Churchmen must unite against the 
comn1on enenlY of them both! The events of the past two years have 
alread) done much towards this desirable object. In times past, there 
have been grounds for mutual exasperation-haughty "Priests of the 
Anglican Church" have treated their fellow Christians of other dcnomina- 
tions as if they were" Gentile Dogs "-and democratical, political di
sen- 
te-rs bave reviled thcm in return; but 1Hoderate nlen on both sides have 
looked on with deep regret. Xow the common danger should drive us 
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into corJial union. Not inJ(\cd that the extremes of either party can 
coalesce-there always will ba those in the Church who are as intolerant 
as Rome herself-but others both of her Clergy and Laity will I trust 
unite with X onconforn1Ïsts in cordial co-operation .against the ROlnan 
Antichrist. 

 
The Papists are setting us the example by forming fraternities and 
confraternities, public and secret, through the land, for the special purpose 
of increasing Popish influence in the House of Commons. Now I believe 
no one can prove that in all the years I have occupied it, I have ever 
desecrated this pulpit by preaching political Sermons, or that I have ever 
said anything calculated to promote one party in the State above another; . 
.. 
though I have not shrunk, nor will I, with God's help, from télling you 


· I cheerfully embrace this opportunity to commend the "PnoTEsTANTALLIANCE" 
to all "ho value their civil and religious privileges. The combinations of Papists, 
and the systematic organization of t.he H.omishly-affected Clergy in our own Church, 
justify and indeed compel such a union of all Protestants on Bible Principles. A 
holy alliance, cordially and universally carried out in the mctropolis and in the pro- 
vinces, may, under Goù, be an engine of a most formidahle nature, alike agairst 
open aIlcl concealed Papists. This should not supersede the union of the Clergy and 
Laity within the Church, for purely Church objects, and as a defence against the 
machinations of Tractarians and others among ourselves who are playing into the 
hands of Rome ;-let there be an open, honest Protestant Union of aU ,,,"ho take the 
Bible as their only supreme 
nd infallible guide, and let men of the same class, both 
lay and clerical, within the Clmreh, combine to resist error and promote truth within 
our own wall
. Such co-operation may be effectual against those priestly combina- 
tions which affect a Diocesan character to which they have no title-and assume 
the tone of metropolitan or provincial bodies-while t.hey are the mere irregular, 
unauthorized conspiracies of individual " PJ"jests of the Anglican Church;" a clique 
conspiring to cripple, cnslave, and lord it over the conscicnces of the Laity: aiming 
more especially to gra::;p at the absolute control of the education of the people, just 
as Parists do-that by the help uf cfdeclÛsm.ll, political and religious, they may s('cure 
the absolute dominion over men's minds, It may be a consolation, however, to 
know that these men prove practically rlwns!J educationi
fs, and while by noise 
and agitation they may succeed in impeding the progress of education by others, they 
do little themselves, Empty churches and bad schools are generally indices of the 
real work of those ,,,'ho are opposing the civil power in all wise, liberal, and con- 
siderate measures fur the universal education of the people. It is to be hoped that 
nut only those who concur ill the views cxpresed in this Sermon, but that an moderate 
men will now rally arounù the N A TIOX AL SOCIETY, and effectually repress the un- 

ef'mly agitation by which its benevolent operations have been so long imperled and 
disgraced. 
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what I believe to be your duty as members of ciyil society and the body 
politic. But on the present occasion, at the risk of being thus charged, I 
will exhort you to a holy confederacy against Rome. Let us when ne
t 
we are called upon to exercise the elective franchise forget all our party 
watch. words-let Protectionists and anti. Protectionists, 'Yhigs and Con- 
servatives, Tories and Radicals merge all their differences in one common 
cause of Protestant against Papist! Let us extort from our nlenlbers a 
pledge that they will support Protestant ascendancy-that they will pro- 
tect the Throne and the Constitution from the further inroads of Popery. 
And let us collectively pray both Houses of Parliament and our Royal 
l\Iistrcss that they will waste no further grants on Popish seminaries of 
learning. Let us no longer be taxed to support l\Iaynooth, whose bigotted 
students go forth only to oppose our Government, to thwart eyery measure 
for the public good, and to teach rebellion against the powers that be. 
'Ve know what we have to expect from the nlachinations of the priests in 
Ireland-a body of representatives is to be sent up to the British House 
of Parliament confederated for one object, anel one only-tlte exaltation of 
the Papal Power in these Reabns. For this they are to labour and toil, 
and for this object, if necessary, to vote that black is white: and for this 
all parties and all other questions are to be sacrificed. 
There are sin1Ìlar unions in England :-the following is a part of 
the rules of one established in 'Vestminster, before the Act of Papal 
aggresSIOn. 


"The mode in which the Association will conduct its operations needs no further 
explanation, excepting with reference to contested elections. Our purpose being to 
unite aU Catholics of e'"ery political opinion, for the fulfilment of a duty which pre- 
cede8 all duties of mere human politics, and to obtain this by the help of just l'oli- 
ticians, of all classes. The Association therefore proposes to be mh:ed up with no 
party, either political or personal; to treat all candidates with perfect impartiality, 
to urge our claims on aU candidates, whatever may be their political or religious 
creed, party, or opinion; to communicate to the Catholic electors, what }>romises or 
refusals of assistance each candidate may have made; to Jay before the Catholic 
electors, with all clearness, the imperative duty of supporting no candidate what- 
ever, who will not, in return, support our claims in Parliament; and in the case 0 ( 
rival candidates, equally willing to uphold our rights, to abstain from all interference, 
and to leave the elf'ctor to be guided by his own sense of duty." (CiJ.cular.) 


I trust that we shall be provoked to jealousy by such measures of our 
enemies, 


D 
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Tlu.rdly-thcre are dnties to be discharged by us, brethren, as mem- 
bers of the Church of England. 'Ve are here surrounded with peculiar 
difficulties and need special wisdom and grace. 'Ve have not only 
enemies fronl without but traitors within-it is from us that the apostates 
have departed to Popery, even dignitaries of our Church, and there are 
othcr dignitaries rell1aining with us who ought to follow those who are 
gone. In 1840, I endeavoured to arouse you to a sense of our danger 
because three or four clergYll1en had gone oyer to Rome, and now there 
are two or three hundred. Such a defection as has not been paralleled 
for two hundred and fifty years. The rapid progress which has taken 
placc in this religious apostacy not of the clergy only but also of the laity, 
should create a suspicion in the minds of our spiritual rulers that they 
cannot hayc been acting wisely or judiciously. Indeed one feels alnlos t 
tempted to say to some of them, as Joab said to David--" Thou hast 
shamed this day the faces of all thy servants in that thou lovest 
thin
 enemies, and hatest thy friends." The Popishly affected clergy 
have been, in many cases, caressed and flattered, and in some instances 
promoted to posts of honour and dignity, which they have made stepping- 
stones to Ronle; and worse than this, illegal and schismatical associations 
of clergYlnen caning thenlselves "Church Unions," have been recognized, 
and dealt with as if they had some ecclesiastical status and position. 
It is surprising that the arrogance of these self-constituted associa- 
tions has not caned down upon them the indignation of the laity, even 
though their ecclesiastical superiors have dealt so timidly with thenl. Is 
it to be borne, beloved brethren, that a clique such as this shall presume 
to bring to the bar of their conference the conduct or the writings of their 
venerable archbishop, against whom these men, like the enemies of Daniel 
" can find no fault nor occasion except as touching the law of his God !" 
'Yhat surpassing presumption was it tLat that body, calling itself the 
London Church Union, which on a fornwr occasion published its appro- 
bation of a clergynlan, which their own bishop had suspended, recently 
intimated through the public press, that the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
having by a second private letter, made some explanation of a former one 
which in the eyes of these his own provincial clergy rather saved his 
orthodoxy, their proceedings should be suspended! Are these High 
Church Principles? Are the clergy in an Episcopal Church to sit in 
judgment, in a select conclave of their own, upon the acts and opinions of 
their archbishop? A. knot of unauthorized schisnlatical men who have 
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no ecclesiastical existence whateycr! Better call themselves a Presbytery, 
at once! The seventy-third canon clearly forbids such associations.* 
These Church "Cnions are the hot-beds of all that promotes division and dis- 
traction in the Church, anù might be put down by a word fron1 their re- 
spective bishops. But if anything effectual is to be done towards the re- 
pression of semi-Popery in the Church, nlY conviction is that it lllust be 
done by the laity-and the :first thing they should den1and, ought to be 
the suppression of Church Unions! These are the same parties who are 
forcing on the movement in favour of a revived Convocation. If that 
authorized body were restored, and if, as all seem to think there must be, 
a fair portion of the lay clenlent be introduced into it, such is nl}" opinion of 
the general soundnes
 of the laymen of England in Protestant principles, 
that I should indulge the hope that the ROlnanizers would after all be 
defeated! 
But finally there is one channel open to us for the evangelization of 
the people, one most unexceptionable instrunlent by which we may hope 
to propagate sound principles, to defeat open enemies and false friends, I 
mean by an 'intelli[Jt'nt and scriptural education qf the cllildren qf the lcork- 
Ùl9 clasðes, I am not surprised that the opposition to this arises chicfly 
froln that body within our church which is tenderly affected towards 
Ron1e, Like the actual Papists, they have everything to fear from such 
an inlproved systcm of secular and religious education, as that now daily 
increasing and progressing among us-which by the wisdoln of the late 
governn1(
nt nlCasure, unite
 in due and fair proportion the lay and clerical 
influence, \yhile it delivers the children of the working classes from the 
exclusivc dogmatisnl of an ecclesiastic-who nlay be a spiritual tyrant, 
and bind down the minds of the people to his own narrow opinions. 
I can cordially rccolllmend to your Christian bene,"olence the Old 
Charity School for boys in this town. Being an endowed school it is 


· 73. Canon "". e ùo now ordain and constitute, That no Priests or l\Iinisters 
of the 'Vord of God. or other per:solls, shall meet together in any prh-ate house, or 
elselcherc-to consult upon any mattt;r or course to be taken by them, or upon their 
motion or di.recfi01I by (lny other, "hich may any way tend to the impeaching, or 
depraving of the doctrinc of the Church of England, or of the Book of Common 
Prayer, or of any part of the government and discipline now established in the 
Church of England under pain of excommunication tpsofacto." 
In thc instance of onc Church L"nion, a clergyman (f thc highest respectability, 
and of moderate ,-iews
 puùlicly left the body, alleging the reason, that there was 
treadlery to t11C Church of Englund-manifest partiality to Popery! 
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open to all parishioners alike, and therefore is entitled to general support. 
A very unequal burthen of school-support is at present laid upon the 
nlembers of the regular congregation of this Church, and therefore I anI 
glad to take advantage of a peculiar occasion like this to seek the support 
of persons ordinarily frequenting ot.her churches. The endowment is 
devot.ed to the clothing of the boys, and partially pays the master"s salary 
-but we need, and earnestly request at your hands further support. 
Is it not a gratifying consideration that the increased intelligence 
of the children, their Inore general informat.ion, their acquaintance with 
history, especially with Church history, and the improvement of their 
. 
n1Înds and tempers, all based upon Holy Scriptures, and carried on 
and completed by the diligent application of the word of God to their 
entire works, must under the Divine blessing tend to raise up another 
generation, better instructed in the principles of the British Constitution, 
and our own ecclesiastical system, and therefore better able to present to 
Rome and her adherent8 an intelligent and Scriptural opposition. 
l\Iay it please God to bless our endeavours for the benefit alike of our 
own souls and of those of others. Brethren, study God's word n10re dili- 
gently, pray over it more fervently, press it to your bosom as your best 
friend and guide and teacher-and then we need fear but little our Romish 
foes without, or traitorous enemies within! The Lord of Hosts is with 
us, the God of Jacob is our refuge. 



j1thlirfItintr5 hiJ fVr mmrr .sll1fvnr. 
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